Daniel 11

The last three chapters of Daniel are vision. Chapter 11 is simply a continuation of
what started in chapter 10.

Verse 1-The Speaker reveals how He Michael in a previous conflict

The Speaker will now begin to give Daniel information about what will happen before the
coming of Christ.

Verses 2-4- and

The fourth king of Persia (Xerxes) will be the most powerful ruler of the Persian empire but a
king from Greece will arise who will be even greater (Alexander). However, Alexander will be
and his kingdom divided up and ruled by others.

Verses 5-35-The Kings of the South (Ptolemies- ) and the Kings of the North
(Seleucids- )

The focus really focuses in here on these kings and their activities around the land of Israel.

Verses 5-6, The king of the South (5) is Ptolemy Soter, a in Alexander’s forces

and ruler of Egypt. The prince (5) is Seleucus (an officer of Alexander) who received the portion
of Syria but needed Ptolemy Soter’s help to establish his reign there. The Seleucid empire did
end up exceeding the Ptolemies. The grandson of Seleucis (Antiochus II) married the daughter
of Ptolemy Philadelphus (son of Soter) whose name was Bernice. However, after Philadephus’
death Seleucis went back to his former wife (Laodice) who eventually killed him and had her son
kill Bernice and her infant son so that he (Seleucus) might be the undisputed ruler.

Verses 7-15, Bernice’s brother (one from her roots) named Ptolemy III exacted
against the king of the north, executing Laodice and taking much plunder from the North (7-8). A
little while later the King of the North tried to attack the King of the South but was defeated and
had to return to his own land (9). Eventually, the King of the North would come again and this
time march his forces all the way to Ptolemy’s fortress (10). But the king of the South (Ptolemy

IV) greatly defeated the Northern forces and sent them back (11). Ptolemy IV grew in his own
mind and became proud and was eventually defeated by the king of the North (Antiochus IIT)
(verses 12-15).

Verses 16-20, Antiochus III was exceedingly and this proved to be his downfall
(16). Seeking to also control the South, he gave his daughter Cleopatra I to Ptolemy V in
marriage to strengthen his control. However, his daughter did not do as he wished and she sided
with her husband against her father (17). With this plan foiled, Antiochus III looked to expand
toward the sea but would be defeated (18). On his return trip home, he was assassinated (19).
Antiochus III was succeeded by Seleucus IV who sent one of his officials to plunder the temple
but was assassinated very shortly after he rose to power (20).



Verses 21-35, Antiochus IV (Epiphanes) now is the ruler of the North. He was the brother of
Seleucus I'V and not the rightful heir but by smooth talk and attained the
kingdom for himself (21), defeating all of his foes including the rightful heir Demetrius (22).
Antiochus IV maintained an alliance with the South (23) but over time he would weasel his way
into the richest portions of the land of Egypt (24). Eventually he attacked the South and was
victorious (25) and some of Ptolemy’s closest people deserted him to join Antiochus IV (26).
Eventually these two kings made an “alliance” where each one was just lying to the other (27).

Antiochus IV returned home with much wealth and now he set his mind toward Jerusalem, and
looted the temple (28). He then decided to go back and attack Egypt again but this time the King
of the South had help as Romans came in ships to their aid (29). Antiochus was humiliated and
decided to take his rage out on Jerusalem using apostate Jews to worm his way into the city (30).
He desecrated the temple (31). While some Jews turned against God, others remained faithful
and did brave deeds (32). The faithful Jews persevered even though they faced many hardships
(33). It will be a challenging time for these faithful ones as they endure various trials (34).
However, even these suffering will be for the sanctification of the remnant. (35)

Application
1. The world, since the Fall, has always been
2. The Lord knows and has the beginning from the end (10:21)
3. The saints are in the battle between light and dark
4. Purpose of Daniel is to the saints and give them confidence

Verses 36-end of chapter-Who is in focus here?

“A new phase of activity begins at verse 36 and introduces us to probably the most difficult
section in chapter 11. The spotlight has been on Antiochus Epiphanes in verses 21-35, but it is
widely recognized that the section that follows no longer focuses on him.”’-Ferguson

Antiochus Epiphanes was a shadow of the final who will be filled with
arrogance (36) but still the Lord remains in control (36b). He will be about himself and break

with all forms of old religion and human civility (37). This person’s god will be their own
security and power and spare no expense to fortify himself (38). He loves those who love him
and honors those who honor him (39).

Verses 41-45 use the language of the chapter to represent the great of evil at the end.

“The king of the North (antichrist) prevails over the king of the South and establishes himself in
the Glorious Land. The only nations to escape (Edom, Moab, and Ammonites) are the age-old
enemies of Israel. All his enemies and their allies (Egypt, Libya, and Ethiopia) shall follow at his
heels as prisoners. ’-Ferguson

As he prepares for a final assault this antichrist figure come to a end. Though his
power seemed ultimate, he is utterly destroyed with none to aid him.




