Daniel 7 (Part 2)

The first half of this chapter revealed the rise and of various kingdoms. Each

kingdom was pictured as some form of unnatural beast. These kingdoms rose up out of the
turbulent waters, out of a chaotic sinful world.

In contrast to this vision, Daniel is shown the heavenly courtroom. Where all is done in an
orderly, , and worshipful way. The Ancient of Days (as contrasted with the

temporary kings and kingdoms) takes His seat of judgment. The books of divine judgment are
opened before Him.

The fierceness of the beasts is no match for the Ancient of Days.

Part 3-A Kingdom (7:13-14)
One like the son of man coming with the clouds, is presented before the Ancient of Days. Here
we see the of the Lord Jesus Christ.

-“With the clouds”-This phrase reveals and majesty-Revelation 1:7

“The coming in accompaniment with clouds is indicative of Deity. ’-Young

-“Like the son of man’-the appearance is that of a man. This King (and His
) is represented as having the appearance of a man.

“The prophet employs the word ‘like’in order to stress the distinction between the heavenly
Figure and the beasts. ”-Young

“One like the son of man means that this person was in human form...However, He is more than
a man.”-NAC

“This is True Man in contrast to the man-become-beast in the earlier elements in the
vision...This True Man is all that humans as God's image were meant to be but failed to be.”-
Ferguson

Here we find One who embodies a lasting Kingdom. Here we find One who can approach the
Ancient of Days because He is divine in His and perfect in holiness. Here we

find One who is approved of by the Ancient of Days and given dominion, glory, and an
everlasting kingdom. Here we find One given all authority. (Matt. 26:64, 28:18-20)

Part 4-Interpretation (7:15-27)

Daniel was troubled by all that he saw and so he asked one standing next to him for the meaning
of these things.

(15-18)-We are told that the beast are four kings (representative of kingdoms). But these
kingdoms do not win the day. It is the of the Most Hight that receive and possess



the eternal kingdom. We are again reminded to focus not on the passing anti-Christ kingdoms of
this world-but to always keep the end of things in view.

“His conquest means that all those who belong to Him share in the victory.”-Ferguson

(19-27)-Daniel really is curious about the beast and inquired more specifically
about this one. As he looked at this beast he focused on the little horn that displaced three other
horns and had eyes and mouth like a man.

This little horn is shown to be a fierce against the saints, even temporarily

seeming to triumph over them. However, the Ancient of Days comes and judges against the little
horn in favor of the saints. This judgment of the little horn ushers in the possession of the
kingdom for the saints.

This fourth beast is a different kind of kingdom that has a much duration than
those that went before it (symbolized by the 10 horns for 10 kings). At the end of this kingdom,
a new ruler will arise who will be greater than all that had come before him. This new ruler will

be greater in power, greater in arrogance, and greater in his attacks against the saints.

However, his power and rule will be cut short.

“The proper analysis of the three and half times in that the periods first mount up by doubling
them, then then suddenly decline, shows that the power of the horn and its oppression of the
people of God would first quickly manifest itself, in order then to come to a sudden end by the
interposition of the divine judgment.”’-Young

Those that this Anti-Christ sought to harm will and they will be exalted as he
will be cast down.

Conclusion-Daniel is not told everything but is given general information about the future of
things. What he was told is that things will not get for the people of God.
However, when it appears as though the people of God will be consumed, the Ancient of Days

will step in and bring about a great and final deliverance.

“We have a picture of the entire history of the Christian church. Just as the character of the beast
reaches its apex in the little horn, so the kingdom of God will reach its climax in the destruction
of the Antichrist...The people of God must never be naive about the reality, strength, or
durability of evil... The people of God must learn that the kingdom of God is a kingdom of
suffering...Our gaze must always penetrate beyond the terrible events of history to the throne of
God...Our great hope as the people of God does not lie in the centers of world power. Our aim is
not to build kingdoms of this world but to share in the triumph of Christ. ”-Ferguson

“But in those days, after that tribulation...they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with
great power and glory. And then He will send out the angels and gather His elect from the four
winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.”’-Mark 13:14-27



