Daniel 5

A new leader is now in place, but the same issues remain. Man is still himself.

Before we begin it is interesting to note how the historicity of the existence of Belshazzar has
been archeologically verified. While Nabonidus was the last true Babylonian king, he located his
palace home in a different city (for religious reasons) and left his son Belshazzar in Babylon as
regent in his place (5:7).

5:1-4- Pride Goes Destruction (Prov. 16:18)

Belshazzar’s pride is seen in many ways in these opening verses.

-The itself was an act of pride and arrogance. There are three main
theories as to why such an ill-timed party was called: 1. Over-confidence, 2. Public
declaration of kingship, 3. Observing a customary festival

“What was the purpose of this banquet? Outside the city wall camped the Persian armies.”-
NAC

-Belshazzar seems to be appearing to show off to others his ability to handle

“All eyes are on Belshazzar (which is what he wants), and before the gaze of a thousand pairs of
eyes he begins to drink himself under the table as a demonstration of his bravado. He has pride
in the fact that he is a hard drinker, which is as sad to see in an ancient king as it is in any of our
contemporaries.”’ -Ferguson

-Belshazzar, in a spectacle for all to see, and mocks what God had

created to be holy. He is trying to demonstrate the superiority of the gods of Babylon to
those of other gods-thinking that it was the gods of Babylon who won the victory over the
God of Israel.

“He knew exactly what these vessels were and from where they had come. He did not sin in
ignorance but with knowledge. ”-Ferguson

5:5-9-The of the Lord Strikes the Heart of the Fool

There 1s no delay, the Lord of Hosts immediately signals the end is at hand. A written word of
is sent by God for Belshazzar and all of his contemporaries to see.

This written word of judgment terrifies the heart of all. The emotions and bodies of these people
are affected by the word of the Lord.

“Indeed it is always mistaken to imagine that a sense of mental anxiety, accompanied by
the physical manifestations, is a mark of a true conversion. ”’-Ferguson



The word of the Lord cannot be by those who do not possess the Spirit of God.

They know it is ominous but there is confusion as to its meaning.

“In desperation he promised them everything he was able to give. He was prepared to offer them
anything in exchange for his soul. ’-Ferguson

5:6-28- The Man of God, indwelt by the Spirit can Discern God’s Word

The queen mother mildly rebukes the king for not remembering Daniel and the events of the
past. He was clearly aware of the events of his ancestor’s life (Nebuchadnezzars), but he seems
to have forgotten both the events and the they should have taught him.

Upon being called in Daniel to accept the rewards that are offered.

Daniel begins with a short history lesson reminding the king of how the Lord had humbled his
much greater ancestor. The king should have known better but in pride went even
than Nebuchadnezzar was willing to go.

The judgment of the Lord came forth and pronounced:
-MENE, MENE-numbered

God had numbered his days and the number had reached its

-TEKEL-weighed

In the divine scale, you have been weighed and found to be not good

“God does not use a common scale, but holds His own, and there thou are found deficient, that
is, thou are found a man of no consequence, in any way. ’-Calvin

-PARSIN-divided

Therefore, it is for you and I will take your kingdom from you and divide it to
others

-To another generation the Lord reveals Himself to be the One who holds all
things in His hand

5:29-31-The Lord will have Mercy on whom He will, and He will withhold it from whom
He will

Belshazzar honors his word but still to honor the Lord. However, the Lord is
not mocked, and His Word never returns void. That very night Belshazzar’s life was demanded
from him-and no one can stay the Lord’s hand (5:23).




