Daniel 3
Quick finishing up of chapter 2

Nebuchadnezzar’s experience of the power of God him but he remained

an unchanged man

-People may experience the goodness of God for a time and even seem to worship the
Lord and yet not be genuinely

“Nebuchadnezzar had experienced religious conviction without spiritual conversion.”
Now on to chapter 3-Here we go again!

“From one point of view there is a certain monotony about the underlying structure and theme of
the succeeding chapters of this book...Both Scripture and personal experience teach us that the
dogged persistence of the kingdom of darkness may wear down the resistance of God s people.
Isolated trials may be withstood, but only by wearing ‘the whole armor of God’ can we stand in
the face of continuing onslaughts. This is why the New Testament places such emphasis on
watching, praying, and persevering in obedience to the Lord.”

reigns in the heart of man (1-7)

-A common practice for ancient kings but this desire to created things

is in the heart of all people

“The issue is this: Will the image of God that He has made bow to the image which man has
made.”

Nebuchadnezzar does three things here:

1. He the knowledge that he has been given about the One True God
2. He makes a god that suits

3. He the living God by giving (and demanding) worship to that which is
not God (violation of commandment 1 & his attempt to usurp the Lord’s sovereignty-

“The image he commissioned symbolizes his desire that no kingdom should destroy him-
not even the kingdom of God.”)

To avoid such idolatry the Word of God must our worship (1 John 5:19-21)

Those of the world the children of God (8-12)

- seems to be at the heart of the hatred here (Mt 27:18)

“Personal jealousy was likely the primary motive for the animosity.”-NAC

-This should not be a to us (Gen. 3:15, John 15:18-19,1 Peter 4:12)




The of faith (13-23)

-Faith is proved in the of trials

-The men were in God but not presumptuous. They displayed a

submission of their wills to the divine will-aka humility.

-While life is to the perishing, the lives of the saints are precious to the Lord
Side point: Notice the of the Lord toward Nebuchadnezzar. It is his refusal

to heed the gentle rebukes from the Lord that lead to a more severe rebuke.
Behold, the Salvation of the Lord (24-27)

-The salvation of the Lord for these men Nebuchadnezzar (seeing both

the supernatural and natural)

-The saving work of the Lord can amaze a person but yet still not be

believed

The Lord again displays His sovereignty in all things by ordaining even these things to
bring Himself and to bless His people (28-30)




