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How does conversion happen and what is the role of grace in our conversion? 

The Arminian position sees the grace of God in conversion as simply the sweet __________________ of 

God. 

“If a man co-operate, then grace attains its end; if he will resist, it returns empty. To this end they feign 

all the grace of God bestowed upon us for our conversion to be but a moral persuasion by His word, not 

an infusion of a new vital principle by the powerful working of the Holy Spirit.” 

There wrong understanding of the grace of God in conversion is directly connected to their wrong 

understanding of _______________ human nature. 

“If a man should persuade me to leap over the Thames, or to fly in the air, be he ever so eloquent, his 

sole persuasion makes me no more able to do it than I was before I ever saw him.” 

Error 1: The nature of grace is but a soft and sweet persuasion from God and not an 

_____________ from Him directly upon the soul 

Arminius writes, “God hath appointed to save believers by grace,-that is, a soft and sweet persuasion, 

convenient and agreeing to their free-will,-and not by any almighty action.” 

“It seems something strange, that ‘the carnal mind being enmity against God,’ and the will enthralled to 

sin, and full of wretched opposition to all His ways, yet God should have not other means to work them 

over unto Him but some persuasion that is sweet, agreeable, and congruous unot them in that estate 

wherein they are.” 

Error 2: The effects of grace are _________________ upon our free-will 

For instance, suppose two men hear the same sermon where the gospel of Jesus Christ is proclaimed.  

One of these men believes and the other does not.  Here is what they say about such a situation: 

“Was there any intention or purpose in God that one should be changed rather than the other? ‘No, He 

equally desireth and intendeth the conversion of all and everyone.’ Did, then, God work more powerfully 

in the heart of the one by His Holy Spirit than of the other? ‘No; the same operation of the Spirit always 

accompanieth the same preaching of the word.’ But was not, one, by some almighty action, made 

partaker of real infused grace, which the other attained not unto? ‘No; for that would destroy the liberty 

of his will, and deprive him of all the praise of believing.’ How, then, came this extreme difference of 

effects? Who made the one differ from the other? Or what hath he that he did not receive? ‘Why, all this 

proceedeth merely from the strength of his own free-will yielding obedience to God’s gracious invitation, 

which, like the other, he might have rejected…” 

 

 



Rebuttal  

The infallible purposes of God lie behind all, including the conversion of sinners. 

1. While the human will is ________________, it is not the cause of conversion but is what is 

wrought upon by grace 

“It is not, I say, the cause of the work, but the subject wherein it is wrought, having only a passive 

capability for the receiving of that supernatural being, which is introduced by grace. The beginning of 

this ‘good work’ is merely from God.” (Philippians 1:6, Ephesians 2:8, 2 Corinthians 3:5, Lamentations 

5:21) 

2. The will of man is not coerced or forced to believe but the grace of God enlivens it so that it 

______________ chooses the believe 

“The more effectually it is moved by grace, the more freely it worketh with it. Man being converted, 

converteth himself.” 

3. The term irresistible grace is not ideal but should instead be viewed as ________________ 

and should be view not as a removing power but a giving power 

“It doth not so much take away a power of resisting as give a will of obeying, whereby the powerful 

impotency of resistance is removed.” 

4. There are different categories of grace: _______________ and ______________ 

“Common or general grace consisteth in the external revelation of the will of God by His word, with 

some illumination of the mind to perceive it, and correction of the affections not too much to contemn 

it…Special grace is the grace of regeneration…” 

5.  This special grace does have an _______________ component 

“External consisteth in the preaching of the word, whose operation is by the way of moral persuasion…” 

6. This special grace has an ________________ component (two divisions first and second) 

“The first is that spiritual vital principle that is infused into us by the Holy Spirit, that new creation and 

bestowing of new strength…” 

-Our conversion is wrought by a divine almighty ____________ which man cannot resist (2 

Pt. 1:3) 

-The Scriptures declare that conversion is God ______________ His grace in our hearts-He 

circumcises the heart (Deut. 30:6), He implants His law in the heart (Jer. 31:33), He gives a new 

heart (Ezek. 36:26-27). 

-Conversion in Scripture is spoken of as new creation, _________________, and a new birth 

(all ideas that convey passivity on the part of the human) 

“What arguments do you think are sufficient to persuade a dead man to rise? Or what great aid can he 

contribute to his own resurrection? Neither doth a man beget himself…These are the terms the Scripture 

is please to use concerning our conversion…” 


