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What part (if any) does free-will play in preparing us for conversion? Why does the gospel come to some
people and not to others? These are some of the questions that this chapter deals with.

Error 1: Every person, by the power of their free-will, has the to believe in
Christ, repent of their sin, and yield obedience to the commands of God

They write, “Adam after his fall retained a power of believing; and so did all reprobates in him....he did
not lose the power of performing that obedience which is required in the new covenant...he lost not a
power of believing, nor a power of forsaking sin by repentance.”

Error 2: There is no special working of the that is necessary to empower the will,

but each man has the ability to make himself differ from others

They write, “Those things which are spoken concerning the infusion of habits before we can exercise
faith, we reject... That the internal principle of faith required in the gospel is a habit divinely infused, by
the strength and efficacy whereof the will should be determined, I deny.”

If faith is simply an act of the free-will of man, then, we must conclude, that those persons who do
exercise the power of the will appropriately are, in fact, than those that did not.

Owen writes, “One man by his own mere endeavors, without the aid of any received gift, makes himself
differ from another.”

Again they write, “What matter is it in that, that a man should make himself differ from others? There is
nothing truer, he who yieldeth faith to God commanding him, maketh himself differ from him who will not
have faith when He commandeth.”

According to their theology, the Apostle Paul himself was in when he asked the question, “For
who maketh thee to differ from another?” (1 Cor. 4:7) and implied that God alone makes one man differ.

They write, “I make myself differ from another when I do not resist God and His divine
predetermination; which I could have resisted. And why may I not boast of this as my own? That I could

’

is of God’s mercy, but that I would, when I might have done otherwise, is of my power.’

Error 3: God sends the gospel to those people who have made themselves, by the power of their
free-will, enough to receive it

They write, “God calleth this or that nation, people, city, or person, to the communion of evangelical

>

grace, whom He Himself pronounceth worthy of it, in comparison with others.’

They continue by claiming that men prepare themselves to be worthy of the gospel by their moral and
intellectual to other. They write, “That preparation and disposition to believe,

which men attain by the law and virtuous education...something which is in sinners, whereby though they
are not justified, yet they are made worthy of justification.”



Owen sums up their teaching this way, “That every man having a native, inbred power of believing in
Christ upon the revelation of the gospel, hath also an ability of doing so much good as shall procure of
God that the gospel be preached unto him, to which, without any internal assistance of grace, he can give
assent and yield obedience, the preparatory acts of his own will always proceeding so far as to make him
excel others who do not perform them, and are therefore excluded from farther grace;--which is more
gross Pelagianism than Pelagius himself would ever justify.”

Rebuttal

Answer 1: Scripture declares man is in sins and has no power to prepare themselves
to receive God’s grace (Rom. 3:23, Ephesians 2:1-3, 1 Cor. 2:14)

“Not that we deny that there are any conditions pre-required in us_for our conversion, dispositions
preparing us in some measure for our new birth or regeneration; but we affirm that all these also are the
effects of the grace of God, relating to that alone as their proper cause, for of ourselves, without Him, we
can do nothing. ‘Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us’ (2 Cor.
3:5).”

“Yea, all the faculties of our souls, by reason of that spiritual death under which we are detained by the
corruption of nature, are altogether useless, in respect of any power for the doing of that which is truly
good.”

Answer 2: Not only are we unable to do anything that is good, in our flesh, we don’t to
do anything that is good

“There is not only an impotency but an enmity in corrupted nature to anything spiritually good... There is
nothing that men do more hate and contemn than that which they account as folly, They mock it as

’

ridiculous drunkenness.’

Scripture declares, “For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God'’s
law; indeed, it cannot.” (Romans 8:7)

Answer 3: The natural man can do nothing to grace

Just as an evil tree produces evil fruit, so too, an evil person only produces that which is evil (not
glorifying to God).

“All good is from free grace, there is nothing in ourselves, as of ourselves but sin. Yea, and all those
previous dispositions wherewith our hearts are prepared, by virtue of common grace, do not at all enable
us to concur, by any vital operation, with that powerful, blessed, renewing grace of regeneration whereby
we become the sons of God.”

“A natural man hath no such thing as free-will at all, if you take it for a power of doing that which is
good and well-pleasing to God in things spiritual...”

“The sole cause why the gospel is sent unto some and not unto others is, not any dignity, worth, or desert
of it in them to whom it is sent, more than in the rest that are suffered to remain in the shadow of death,
but only the sole good pleasure of God, that it may be a subservient means for the execution of His decree

’

of election.’



