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Chapter 12
In the closing chapters of this book Owen will focus on the very center of this controversy-the nature and
power of free-will. The Arminians claim that the will is completely (nature) and able to do
that which is (power).
Owen reminds us that the reformed position is not free-will.

“We do not absolutely oppose free-will...but only in the sense the Pelagians and Arminians do assert
it....We grant man, in the substance of all his actions, as much power, liberty, and freedom as a mere
created nature is capable of. We grant him to be free in his choice from all outward coaction, or inward
natural necessity, to work according to election and deliberation, spontaneously embracing what seemeth
good unto him. Now, call this power free-will, or what you please, so you make it not supreme,
independent, and boundless, we are not at all troubled.”

However, we must remember two things when thinking about free-will:

1. Christ came to set us (this includes our wills)

>

“We are not properly free until the Son makes us free.’
2. We must consider the and its effect upon our will.

“Only take notice in the entrance that we speak of it now, not as it was at first by God created, but as it is
now by sin corrupted...”

Error: Our wills have freedom and power

Arminius writes, “A/l unregenerate men have, by virtue of their free-will, a power of resisting the Holy
Spirit, of rejecting the offered grace of God, of contemning the counsel of God concerning themselves, of
refusing the gospel of grace, of not opening the heart to Him that knocketh.”

They believe that, “Our free-wills have such an absolute and uncontrollable power in the territory of all
human actions, that no influence of God’s providence, no certainty of His decree, no unchangeableness of
His purpose, can sway it at all in its free-determinations, or have any power with his highness to cause

’

him to will or resolve on any such act as God by him intendeth to produce.’

Corvinus writes, “For grant all the operations of grace which God can use in our conversion, yet
conversions remaineth so in our own free power that we can be not converted, that is, we can either turn
or not turn ourselves.”

The Arminian position claims that our wills are self-sufficient and able to do

“Now, the first of these we deny unto our wills, because they are created; and the second, because they
are corrupted. Their creation hinders them from doing anything of themselves without the assistance of

i

God'’s providence; and their corruption, from doing anything that is good without His grace.’



Rebuttal of both the Arminian understanding of the nature and power of the will

The nature of free-will

The will of man is not free from the of God (His decrees & providence)

“The Arminians...deny that our wills are subject to the rule of the Most High.”

-To say our wills are free from any Being over us is to claim for ourselves what belongs to
God

“Everything that is independent of any else in operation is purely active (meaning never passive), and so
consequently a god; for nothing but a divine will can be pure act, possessing such liberty by virtue of its
own essence.”

“Nothing in this sense can have an independent principle of operation which hath not an independent
being.”

- reveals that our wills are in subordination to His providence

“If the free acts of our wills are so subservient to the providence of God as that He useth them to what
end He will, and by them effecteth many of His purposes, then they cannot of themselves be so absolutely
independent as to have in their own power every necessary circumstance and condition, that they may use

’

or not use at their pleasure.’

-Our wills are not the

“All the acts of the will being positive entities, were it not previously moved by God Himself, ‘in whom we
live, move, and have our being,” must needs have their essence and existence solely from the will itself;
which is thereby made autonomous, a first and supreme cause, endued with an underived being.”

The power of free-will to do good

The Scriptures speak of our will in « ” terms- “in slavery”’-Hebrews 2:15, “dead in
sin”-Eph. 2:1, “free from righteousness”’-Rom. 6:20, “slaves to sin”-Rom. 6:17

-All acts that please God are supernatural

“All spiritual acts well-pleasing to God, as faith, repentance, obedience, are supernatural... ‘That which
is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” Now, to the performance of any
supernatural act it is required that the productive power thereof also be supernatural; for nothing hath
an activity in causing above its own sphere...To do that which is spiritually good we have no knowledge,
no power.”

- (as a spiritual act) must not be attributed simply to our free-will

Not only is the Arminian position against the historic (and established) position of the church but also
Scripture declares that faith is a gift from God (Ephesians 2:8, Philippians 1:29, John 6:44, Romans 9:18).



