A Display of Arminianism

John Owen

Chapter 2
Arminianism attacks and seeks to tear down the and immutability of God’s
decrees. It seeks to do this by introducing ideas into theology that go against Scripture

and the historic faith.

“It hath been always believed among Christians, and that upon infallible grounds, as I shall
show hereafter, that all the decrees of God, as they are internal, so they are eternal, actions of

’

His will; and therefore unchangeable and irrevocable.’

The decrees of God refer to the of God. God has eternally willed (decreed) all that
happens. Therefore, His decrees are unchangeable (because God is unchangeable) and
irrevocable (because His will cannot be thwarted). God changes not, therefore, His will cannot
change.

“Mutable decrees and occasional resolutions are most contrary to the pure nature of Almighty
God...To ascribe the least mutability to the divine essence, with which all the attributes and
internal free acts of God are one and the same, was ever counted transcendent atheism in the
highest degree. Now, be this crime of what nature it will, it is no unjust imputation to charge it
on the Arminians, because they confess themselves guilty, and glory in the crime.”

The display of the two-fold Arminian attack on the decrees of God

1. They say the decrees are not

The first way that they attack the divine decrees is by attacking their eternality. They argue that
some of God’s decrees could not be decreed until the creature acts. Such as the
dispensing of rewards, punishments, and salvation. If the actions of men precede any of the
decrees of God, then one cannot say the decrees of God are eternal (without beginning or end).

2. They say the decrees of God can be

Not only do they make the divine decrees to have a beginning (after man’s choice-therefore not
eternal) but they also attack the divine decrees by teaching that they can change. They bring
mutability into the divine nature. They teach that the decrees of God might have to change
because of the of men. There are three main ways they teach the changeableness
of the divine decrees:

First-They make a distinction in the decrees between peremptory ( ) and
not peremptory. The doctrine of election (which they believe has a general and specific

nature) when dealing with the individual falls into the category of not peremptory. A man
may believe for a little while (therefore God elects him) but may later recant and



renounce the faith (therefore God removes the decree of election from him). As one of
their teachers wrote, “the elect may become reprobates, and the reprobates elect.”

Second-Not only are the not peremptory decrees mutable but the peremptory decrees of
God can also be . The decree of God concerning the eternal state of a

person is temporal in that it must wait until the persons death to be finally realized.

Third-They argue that any decree of God concerning men is completely

. Pharoah might have repented, or Judas might have chosen to not
betray Christ-therefore in both of these cases the decree of God could have had to have
been changed.

Rebuttal

First, this teaching goes directly against sacred

“All His works were from the beginning known unto Him...Such things are everywhere taught as
may raise us to the consideration of it as an eternal act, irrevocably and immutably established.”

Scripture declares that the decrees of God are eternal. Ephesians 1:4, Romans 9:11, 2 Timothy
2:19, & 2 Timothy 1:9 are just a few of the passages that refute the Arminian position.

Secondly, theologically speaking the decrees of God must be eternal and immutable
because His is eternal and immutable. The decrees of God reveal the will of

God which proceeds from His eternal and immutable essence.

“The decrees of God, being conformable to His nature and essence, do require eternity and
immutability as their inseparable properties. God, and only He, never was, nor ever can be, what
now he is not.”

Third, all that God has decreed is for the praise of His glory and God will not
relent or repent from this end.

“Whatsoever God hath determined, according to the counsel of His wisdom and good pleasure
of His will, to be accomplished, to the praise of His glory, standeth sure and immutable... ‘My
counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure,” (Isaiah 46:10).”

Fourthly, God is the source and fountain of all

“If God’s determination concerning anything should had a temporal original, it must needs be
either because He then perceived some goodness in it of which before He was ignorant, or else
because of some accident did affix a real goodness to some state of things which it had not from
Him, neither of which, without abominable blasphemy can be affirmed, seeing He knoweth the
end from the beginning, all things from everlasting, being always the same, the fountain of all
goodness, of which other things do participate in that measure which it pleaseth Him to

’

communicate it unto them.’



