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Modern Arminianism differs from classical Arminianism in the realm of thinking about divine
. Classic Arminianism opposed the doctrine foreknowledge of God (for
all events which they considered free or contingent).

Divine foreknowledge has been commonly understood as being comprised of two areas. First,
God foreknows all that could happen. Secondly, God foreknows all that
happen before it happens. Out of all that could possibly happen, God chooses what will

happen. Therefore, God foreknows what will happen because He determined it should happen.

“Out of this large and boundless territory of things possible, God by His decree freely
determined what shall come to pass, and makes them future which before were but
possible... With this prescience, then, God foreseeth all, and nothing but what He hath decreed
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shall come to pass.

This foreknowledge of God includes those things which we call (things that
happen that are dependent on other things happening).

The display of the four-fold Arminian attack on foreknowledge of God

1. By attacking the divine they necessarily attack divine foreknowledge
Divine foreknowledge is based upon the divine decrees. If God’s decrees are eternal and
are mutable then God possess this foreknowledge.

“God thus foreknowing only what He hath so decreed shall come to pass, if that be no firmer
settled but that it may and is often altered, according to the divers inclinations of men’s wills,
which [ showed before they affirm, He can have at best but a conjectural foreknowledge of what
is yet for to come, not founded on His own unchangeable purpose, but upon a guess at the free
inclination of men’s wills.”

2. They declare that God things that never actually come to pass

They declare in their confession, “That the hope and expectation of God is deceived by
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man

“Now, surely, to desire what one is sure will never come to pass is not an act regulated by
wisdom or counsel; and, therefore, they must grant that before He did not know but perhaps so it
might be.”

Owen can’t wait to get to the rebuttal section and give two quick challenges to this
understanding:



-First, if what they say is true than one must acknowledge a great deal of
into the nature of God

-Second, they fail to understand the use of language in Scripture

(language showing God acting in way that we as passion filled creatures can understand)

3. They teach that God did not things which are “free and contingent”

Arminius writes, “That God hat determined future contingent things unto either part (I mean
such as issue form the free-will of the creature), I abominate, hate, and curse, as false, absurd,
and leading us on unto blasphemy.”

“Now the infallibility of God’s foreknowing of such things depends on the certainty of His decree
and determination, if there be no such thing as this, that also must needs fall to the ground.”

4. They teach that the doctrine of divine foreknowledge is ”

“They say, better it were quite exploded, because the difficulties that attend it can scarcely be
reconciled with man’s liberty.”

Rebuttal

1. The Scriptures show that God knows things will happen they
happen-God knows all that will take place

Owen uses passages such as 2 Samuel 12:11-12, Job 1:21, Acts 4:28, Ephesians 1:11 to show
that the doctrine of divine foreknowledge is biblical.

“He worketh nothing by chance or accidentally, but all things determinately, according to His
own decree.”

2. Nothing is from God’s sight, but He sees all clearly

God sees the end just as clearly as the beginning because His knowledge is “ever present.”

“By one most pure act of His own essence He discerneth all things: for there is ‘no creature that
is not manifest in His sight, but all are naked and opened unto His eyes,” (Hebrews 4:13).”

3. The Scriptures are full of language that declares God knows that which are

Not only does God know things that will happen but even our words before we say them (Psalm
139:4). Even things like a “random” arrow being shot are not outside of His knowledge and
control (1 Kings 22:34).

4. The of Scripture declare divine foreknowledge

“Do but consider the prophecies in Scripture, especially those concerning our Savior, how many
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free and contingent actions did concur for the fulfilling of them.’



