
A Display of Arminianism 

John Owen 

To the Christian Reader 

In his opening letter to the reader, he briefly discusses the reasons why he wrote this book.  Frist, 

Owen mentions a _________________ reason-he saw the teaching of Arminianism as a “tare in 

the field of the church.” Secondly, Owen mentions a _______________ reason-he lamented the 

division and lack of peace that this doctrine was bringing into the church. 

As he looked at these errors, he did not see enough people standing up to challenge this divisive 

false teaching. 

“Never were so many prodigious errors introduced into a church, with so high a hand 

and so little opposition, as these into ours, since the nation of Christians was known in 

the world.” 

People who favored Arminianism rose in _____________ in the church and they showed 

preferential treatment to those of like-minded theology. Owen saw that one could not stay silent 

and continue to let this cancer spread in the church-so he picked up his pen and wrote. 

“The fates of our church having of late devolved the government thereof into the hands of 

men tainted with this poison, Arminianism became backed with the powerful arguments 

of praise and preferment, and quickly prevailed to beat poor naked Truth into a corner.  

It is high time, then, for all the lovers of the old way to oppose this innovation, prevailing 

by such unworthy means, before our breach grow great like the sea, and there be none to 

heal it.” 

Owen acknowledges that this work is brief and there is a need for someone to write a more 

robust and fuller rebuttal of Arminianism.  His focus in this work was not to discuss all the errors 

of that system but to focus on the two main ends of Arminianism. 

Chapter 1 

The _________________ of Arminianism should not surprise us.  In fact, we should almost 

expect Arminian teaching to be popular because it is simply another form of that first great evil 

that affected and infected our original parents. 

“As a desire of self-sufficiency was the first cause of this infirmity, so a conceit thereof is 

that wherewith he still languisheth; nothing doth he more contend for than an 

independency of any supreme power, which might either help, hinder, or control him in 

his actions.  This is that bitter root from whence have sprung all those heresies.”  

It really just comes down to answering this question, “Whether the first, and chiefest part, in 

disposing of things in this world, ought to be ascribed to God or man?” 



“Men for the most part have vindicated this preeminence unto themselves, by exclamations that 

so it must be, or else that God is unjust, and His ways unequal.  Never did any men, more 

eagerly endeavor the erecting of this Babel than the Arminians, the modern blinded patrons of 

human self-sufficiency.” 

Owen then writes that all Arminian doctrine is really aimed at assaulting two key doctrines.  This 

goal of this book will be to show how this theology is attacking these two foundational doctrines 

(one about __________ and the other about ___________). 

First key doctrine-the doctrine of divine ___________________-Arminians “seek to free 

themselves from the supreme dominion of His all-ruling providence.”   

-Chapter 2 will focus on how Arminians attacks the unchangeableness of God’s decrees   

-Chapter 3 will examine how Arminianism wrongly understands the foreknowledge of 

God 

-Chapter 4 discusses how this false teaching seeks to strip the King of all His power and 

instead give Him merely the ability to influence 

-Ending this section, chapter 5 looks at their faulty teaching that the will of God can be 

thwarted 

Second key doctrine-the doctrine of ____________ _______________ (the effect of original 

sin on humanity) 

 -Chapter 6 focuses on their rejection of the doctrine of predestination 

 -Chapter 7 deals with their denial of original sin 

 -Chapter 8 looks at their faulty understanding of Adam before the Fall 

 -Chapters 9 & 10 deal with the efficacy and merit of Christ’s death 

-Chapter 11 will look at how they deny the necessity of faith in Christ for salvation 

-Chapter 12 will examine the power of free-will 

-Chapter 13 deals with the idea that free-will can prepare one for salvation 

-Lastly chapter 14 will look at the doctrine of conversion 

 


